Our world is no longer the village that we have been getting used to during the last decade. 

On the contrary, it has been transformed into a large metropolis. Thanks to the internet, everyone is potentially connected to everyone else, and everything has become available. So the internet has indeed brought us together. But not in a quaint little village with nicely kempt gardens and white fences, but rather in something that looks like New York, Mumbai, Tokyo and Lagos all rolled into one. Only with a lot more traffic.

When we, the former villagers who have been forced to move to the city, think of this vast, sprawling metropolis, we tend to focus on the dark back alleys, the decrepit wastelands, the seedy bars. We are afraid that our younger generations could mix with the wrong sort of crowd in the wrong sort of place – and end up in serious trouble. So naturally, we feel an urge to install surveillance cameras and police patrols all over the place to keep our kids safe.

What we, the village people, often forget, however, are the great benefits that a metropolis has to offer: The public spaces for discussions, the concert halls, the art galleries, the mixture of cultures, the marketplace of ideas - the simple fact that millions of people are living here side by side and are getting along pretty well.

Our young generation on the other hand has grown up in this metropolis. They know the place. Every day, they are discovering which corners of it they like, where they can find inspiration, in what places they can voice their opinions and what they can achieve by doing so. They are also learning which places to avoid. Sometimes they learn the hard way, but more often through observation and by communicating with their peers.

The trouble is, this metropolis is being run almost exclusively by former villagers. We’re in charge of law and order, we decide who can access our city and what they can and cannot do once they’re here. 

Not all of these rules are bad. Many of them are in fact necessary to keep this place up and running. But some of them just might be a little bit outdated. So I’m not asking you to step down and leave Internet City to its fate. It still needs you.   What I'm telling you, however, is that no decisions should be made before you have involved those people living here.

The fact that a delegation from the European Youth Forum is here today shows that a lot of you are willing to do just tha. Now it is up to us to make the needed decisions and make sure they are put in practcie. 


. Thank you.

�Just maybe to sharpen the demand to be heard a bit...


�Maybe we can assume our position more strongly if we are a bit tougher? I mean, they should not be surprised of us having good ideas :)





